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122 The Sewanee Review 

This account of the book, furnished by the publishers, gives 
a good idea of its contents and value. T. P. B. 



The Maya Indians of Southern Yucatan and Northern British 
Honduras. By Thomas W. F. Gann.— Archeological Explorations 
in Northeastern Arizona. By Alfred Vincent Kidder and Samuel J. 
Guernsey. Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Ethnology, Bul- 
letins 64 and 65. Washington : Government Printing Office. 1919. 

These well-printed and bound and elaborately illustrated 
reports are good types of the excellent work being done by the 
Bureau of Ethnology to put us in touch with the "Amerinds" 
of past and present. It is very unfortunate that schools and 
colleges make so little use of these government publications. 
Even looking over the cuts and diagrams is an educational 
process of no mean value. The pottery cylinders and vases in 
No. 64 are unusually interesting. In No. 65 the authors think 
(p.210) that they see "a gradual growth from the Basket-maker 
through the Slab-house to the Cliff-dweller." Each report has a 
table of contents, list of illustrations, bibliography and index. 

T. P. B. 

The Secret of the Cross : A Plea for a Re-Presentation of Chris- 
tianity. By Edmond Holmes, author of What Is and What Might Be, 
etc. New York : E. P. Dutton & Co. 1919. Pp. 170. 

The sweet and refined author of this little book needs to go to 
school to the "rough" Christian who wrote the old hymn recently 
tabooed in some quarters — "There is a fountain filled with blood. ' ' 
A re-presentation of Christianity in fewer than two hundred small 
pages of leaded type would be a remarkable feat, especially if it 
succeeded in showing that the "secret of the cross" is but the 
most beautiful example of "self-sacrifice." Better the old 
Catholic doctrine of a ransom from Satan than the theological 
thin gruel that is being dished out in books like Mr. Holmes's. 
The book is sane and wholesome and all that sort of thing, but 
the mind of the author and his gentle kind seems to have no 
response to the terrible text: "Without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission of sin." In casting away the bath-water 
of savage crudeness let us not throw out the baby of tragic 



